Laminex

ReadyFit”
Benchtops

Fabrication Guide




Laminex® ReadyFit™ Benchtops | Fabrication Manual

Contents

Handling

Cutting the ABS Edged Benchtop

Preparation for Joins

Joining Benches

Installing Benchtop

Attaching ABS and Digital Edge to Raw Edges

Laminex reserves the right to update this document prior to the stated expiry date.

BB N a -



Laminex® ReadyFit" Benchtops | Fabrication Manual

Handling

e Keep work area clean to avoid marring or scratching
e Avoid contact with abrasive surfaces or grit
e Lift benchtop carefully, do not slide on the decorative surface

e Do not use as a work surface

Cutting the ABS Edged Benchtop

e Measure the area where you are installing the benchtop and mark up accordingly on
the benchtop underside.

e Apply masking tape along the cut line on the decorative side to reduce chipping.

< Masking tape

™

Cut line

ReadyFit Benchtop
(underside facing up)

ABS edge strip )

e When cutting the benchtop to your measured length, use a circular saw with a sharp,
fine-tooth, tungsten carbide blade. Ensure to cut into the front ABS edge strip, as
cutting outside of the edging may sometimes loosen the adhesion.

e Always cut with decorative face down to minimize surface chipping, therefore cut
from the rear/underside of the benchtop so the saw blade is cutting into the decorative
face as this reduces damage to the decorative surface.

Saw blade

@ Direction of travel
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ReadyFit Benchtop
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Blade rotation

e Use a guide to ensure the cut is straight. Ensure the blade is perpendicular so the cuts
are square to the surface.

e Ensure you are cutting the correct end of the benchtop so the raw exposed edges are
either at the join, or against the wall.
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e The depth of the benchtop may need to be trimmed if the wall it is being placed up
against is not even. Ensure you leave enough depth to enable a minimum 20mm
overhang from the face of the cabinet door.

ReadyFit Benchtop

—>!
20mm

overhang
Cabinet Door

e Some hand sanding can be used to improve the flatness of the join.

e When cutting a butt joint, ensure that the alignment of the two benchtop pieces is
correct, as the walls may not be perfectly square (90 degrees). Make any necessary
adjustments to ensure a tight and seamless connection between the two pieces.

e If cutting a mitre join, cut one benchtop piece first then use this to ensure the
corresponding angle on the other benchtop piece is correct, as the walls may not be
at 90 degrees - square. This will assist in avoiding open joins.

Full mitre

Ensure front
edges align
at join

Preparation for Joins

Ensure the position of the joiners is accessible from the underside when placed on the
cabinets.

e On the underside of the benchtop, mark up where your drill bore holes for the joiners
will be placed as indicated in the diagram — 20mm in from the edge of the benchtop
and 100mm from the edge of the adjoining benchtop.
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e The placement of the middle benchtop joiner is to be centred between the two outer

bore holes.

e Using a 35mm hinge bore bit, drill to a depth of 20mm. The edge of the bore bit
should just touch the 20mm line previously marked

e To complete, create a 10mm wide channel to join each opposing hole by using a fine
tooth wood saw and a chisel. Remember to make the channel the same depth as the

bore holes.

600mm

4 5 35mm
minimum
diameter

600mm

Joining Benches

35mm
hinge bore bit

Join 20mm 35mm
edge
Channel
26mm - 20mm

/\ Decorative

finish

Where two sections of benchtop are to be joined, lightly sand each raw end. Where there
is ABS edging on one side, see below on how to remove edging.

Top of benchtop
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Adhesives
e Waterproof or exterior PVA adhesive properly applied, gives a good permanent seal.
Kitchen and bathroom grade silicon can also be used.

e Spread sufficiently thick to ensure a good seal is achieved. Loosely tighten the tops
initially and clean down to examine the join.

e Apply a complete spread of PVA adhesive or Silicone adhesive to one surface of the
components before clamping them together. Close the join and allow excess adhesive
or sealant to squeeze out.

e Secure the join using work top connectors and clean away excess adhesive with
appropriate solvent as instructed on the adhesive of choice.

e Ensure the tops are level and correctly positioned.

e Retighten the join and re-clean. Do not overtighten as this may cause the benchtop to
crack.

e Biscuit joins can be used if the equipment is available to you.

Adhesive/sealant
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Benchtop joiner

20mm 35mm

Note: Where possible, joins should always be away from water sources such as sinks to
minimise risk of water damage to joins (minimum 300mm).

Sink

300mm

Installing Benchtop

Note: Benchtops should not be flush against the wall, leaving a 2-3mm gap.
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The process involves removing the ABS edging where the benchtops meet, routing the
toggle locations, applying adhesive/waterproof sealer, and then installing the benchtops.

e Use an electric hand trimmer/router to trim edges. Alternatively, you can use a hand
scraper to remove any excess edges.

e Fix the benchtop to the back of the cabinet using ?0° angle bracket and 14mm screws.

e Fix the support rail using 28mm screws through into the benchtop from below.

Attaching ABS and Digital Edge to Raw Edges

e Using contact adhesive, attach the supplied ABS edging strip to the raw, exposed end
of the benchtop making sure there is an overhang of the strip all the way around

e Once the edging has properly adhered, use a file to remove the excess edging from
around the benchtop until it is even with the edge of the benchtops

Note: Take care when filing to avoid scratching the top of the benchtop. Work with the
file towards the benchtop.
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Visit us
For location of your closest showroom or
more information visit laminex.com.au

Product sample
For a sample visit laminex.com.au

Call Us
For trade enquiries 132 136

Follow Us

f facebook.com/Laminexau
P au.pinterest.com/Laminexau
instagram.com/Laminexau

@ youtube.com/Laminexau
Laminex® is manufactured, marketed and distributed by Laminex Group Pty Limited ABN 98 004 093 092, trading as Laminex.
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